4.
The report of the working group's first meeting was discussed by the Executive Board at its 105th session in January 2000.
1 After an updating on progress so far, the Board stressed the need for multisectoral action at national level to further the process and implementation of the future convention.
5.
The second meeting of the working group (Geneva, 27 to 29 March 2000) discussed provisional texts of proposed draft elements of the convention. Reflecting the working group's wish for the fullest possible participation, it was attended by representatives of 142 Member States and a regional economic integration organization, and observers from the Holy See, organizations of the United Nations system, other intergovernmental organizations, and 22 nongovernmental organizations. In addition to the two meetings of the working group, WHO embarked on a programme of participatory consultation to obtain views on the process of negotiating the convention, its content and its implementation. In three technical conferences, participants called on Member States to integrate their recommendations into the framework convention.
8.
Acknowledging that there is also clear scientific evidence that prenatal exposure to tobacco smoke causes adverse health and developmental conditions,
9.
Recognizing further that the negative impact of increased prevalence of tobacco use may not be apparent in the short term, as a consequence of the time lag between the exposure to smoking and other uses of tobacco products and the onset of tobacco-related diseases, 10. Deeply concerned about the escalation in smoking and other forms of tobacco consumption by indigenous populations and other minority groups worldwide, 11. Acknowledging the competence of the World Health Organization and its leadership role within the United Nations system in the field of tobacco control and calling on international organizations also concerned with such control to coordinate efforts with that Organization, 12. Recalling the resolutions of the World Health Assembly on "Tobacco or health" and taking into account the relevant treaties, recommendations, declarations, and other instruments on or relevant to tobacco control issues adopted within the United Nations system and by other international and regional organizations, 13. Recalling the preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization, which affirms that " [t] he enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition", 14. Recalling the pertinent provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 November 1989, and deeply concerned about the escalation in smoking and other forms of tobacco consumption by children and adolescents worldwide, 15. Recalling also the pertinent provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 18 December 1979, and deeply concerned about the escalation in smoking and other forms of tobacco use by women and young girls worldwide, which requires the implementation of gender-specific tobacco control strategies, 16. Recognizing the vital leadership role that women provide in tobacco control efforts and affirming the need for the full participation of women in tobacco control at all levels of policy-making and implementation, 17. Acknowledging that tobacco control at all levels is seriously underfunded compared to the burden of disease it causes, and that new and additional financial and technical resources can be expected to make a substantial difference in the world's capacity to address the tobacco epidemic, 18. Recognizing the need to develop appropriate mechanisms to address the long-term social and economic implications of successful tobacco demand reduction strategies, and particularly their impact on tobacco workers, 19. Recognizing also that the measures taken to understand and address the global tobacco epidemic will be most effective if they are based on relevant scientific, technical and economic considerations and are continuously re-evaluated in the light of new findings in these areas, 20. Emphasizing the special contribution of nongovernmental organizations, including health professional bodies, women's, youth and environmental groups, academic institutions, private industry, hospitals and other stakeholders in civil society to tobacco control efforts nationally and internationally and the vital importance of their participation in national and international tobacco control efforts, With regard to paragraph 6, and "tobacco addiction" to "tobacco use". It 
B. Definitions
(Explanatory note: Definitions are usually added late in the negotiation process, when it is apparent, in the light of the rest of the text, which terms need to be defined. Therefore, no proposed draft text is suggested, except for the definition of "tobacco product", which was requested at the first meeting of the working group, and "passive smoking", a term that requires clarification since a number of different terms are used to refer to similar concepts.)
A.
The term "tobacco product" covers any product for the purpose of smoking, snuffing, sucking or chewing, inasmuch as it is, even partly, made of tobacco; it includes, inter alia:
smoking tobacco: pan masala (can also be made without tobacco); (ii) gutka (can also be made without tobacco); (iii) loose-leaf or plug.
B.
The term "passive smoking", also referred to interchangeably as "second-hand smoking", "environmental tobacco smoke exposure" and "involuntary smoking", describes involuntary inhalation of a mixture of the smoke given off directly by the burning of tobacco and the smoke exhaled by smokers. This mixture contains many compounds that are pharmacologically active, toxic, mutagenic or carcinogenic, and are strong irritants. 
C. Objective
(Explanatory note: The options presented in this section are based on document A/FCTC/WG1/6 and alternative proposals made during the first meeting of the working group by some countries and a regional economic integration organization.)
1.
The 
II. OBLIGATIONS

A. General obligations
1.
Each Party shall develop, implement, periodically update and enforce, where appropriate, comprehensive multisectoral national tobacco control strategies, plans, programmes, policies, legislation and other measures in accordance with the provisions of this Convention and, as relevant, its Protocols.
2.
To this end each Party shall, as far as possible in accordance with the means at its disposal and its capabilities:
(a) establish and fund a national coordinating authority for tobacco control efforts under the auspices of the health ministry, with input from other relevant governmental and nongovernmental bodies; (b) adopt legislative and administrative measures and cooperate with other Parties in harmonizing appropriate policies to reduce tobacco consumption. The measures and policies referred to in the present paragraph include the following:
coordinate taxes for tobacco products at internationally determined minimum tax rates and implement national measures to: -ensure that excise tax is at least two-thirds of the package price of tobacco products;
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Annex 10 -apply tobacco taxes to all tobacco products; -increase tax to keep pace with the rate of inflation; -remove tobacco from the consumer price index; (Explanatory note: As reflected in the report of the first meeting of the working group (document A/FCTC/WG1/7, paragraph 22), some participants suggested that specific issues related to pricing could be considered for inclusion in the proposed convention.)
(Tobacco sales to youth)
(ii) prohibit tobacco sales to children and adolescents through such measures as, inter alia: prohibiting sales of tobacco products to persons under the age of [INSERT] ; requiring that a tobacco purchaser provide evidence that he or she has reached the age of -in the indoor premises of cafes, restaurants and other establishments where the serving of food and/or beverages is the main activity of the establishment; -in the indoor premises of bars, discothèques and similar establishments;
-in the indoor premises of government agencies and authorities and comparable public bodies intended for the public and clients;
-at public events arranged indoors to which the public has unrestricted access;
-inside public means of transport; and -in the joint and public premises of workplaces and in their premises intended for clients;
(Regulation of the contents of tobacco products)
(iv) adopt standards for the regulation of the contents of tobacco products, including standards for testing and measurement, design, manufacturing and processing;
(Regulation of tobacco product disclosures)
(v) Option 1: regulate tobacco product disclosures, including ingredients, additives, design, manufacturing and processing of tobacco products; or Option 2: adopt standards for full and independently verified tobacco product disclosures, including all ingredients and additives in all tobacco products and all major toxic constituents in tobacco products and tobacco smoke, using test methods approved by the World Health Organization;
(Tax-free and duty-free sales) (vi) prohibit tax-free and duty-free sales of tobacco products; and (c) gradually eliminate subsidies and government support for tobacco and promote alternative viable economic activities for tobacco growers, undertaking necessary research into alternative livelihoods and alternative uses for tobacco.
3.
The Parties undertake to finance national tobacco control strategies, plans, programmes, policies and legislation through a dedicated appropriation of at least [INSERT] % of all tobacco tax revenue, earmarking [INSERT] % of such appropriation for tobacco control, health promotion and agricultural diversification.
4.
The Parties shall cooperate in the formulation of agreed measures, procedures and standards for the implementation of this Convention, with a view to the adoption of Protocols and Annexes.
5.
The Parties shall cooperate with competent international bodies to implement effectively this Convention and the Protocols to which they are Parties.
6.
The provisions of this Convention shall in no way affect the right of Parties to adopt domestic measures additional to those referred to above, nor shall they affect additional domestic measures already taken by a Party, provided that these measures are not incompatible with their obligations under this Convention and the Protocols by which that Party is bound.
7.
The Parties may enter into bilateral or multilateral agreements, including regional or subregional agreements, on issues relevant to this Convention, provided that such agreements are consistent with this Convention. Copies of such agreements shall be communicated to the secretariat of the Convention by the Parties concerned. B. Advertising, promotion, and sponsorship
A number of delegations called for the obligations to be couched in more general terms, leaving detail to the protocols; others found the section on tobacco taxes (paragraph 2(b)(i)) in
1.
The Parties, in accordance with the means at their disposal and their capabilities, undertake
Option 1: to prohibit tobacco advertising, marketing, promotion, and sponsorship targeted at children and adolescents, and regulate or prohibit those targeted at others.
or Option 2: to impose appropriate restrictions on the advertising, marketing and promotion of tobacco products, with the aim in particular of reducing the appeal of these products to children and adolescents.
2.
Each Party shall require that tobacco companies disclose all expenditures on advertising and promotion and make those figures available to the public. 
3.
Each Party shall ensure satisfactory implementation of restrictions through, inter alia, clear definitions and simple legislative language, and effective enforcement mechanisms such as the application of the principle of accountability of tobacco companies, penalties with adequate deterrent effect for any/all violations of the law, and adequate funding to carry out enforcement activities.
4.
The Conference of the Parties shall initiate the preparation of a Protocol setting out appropriate rules and procedures in the area of tobacco advertising, marketing, promotion, and sponsorship. (Explanatory note: If participating States choose to negotiate a protocol on advertising, marketing, promotion, and sponsorship at the same time as they negotiate the convention, this paragraph will not be necessary.) 
Participants agreed on the crucial importance of this provision
C. Treatment of tobacco dependence
1.
The Parties, in accordance with the means at their disposal and their capabilities, undertake to establish effective programmes for the treatment of tobacco dependence.
2.
Each Party shall take all practical, effective and cost-effective measures to treat tobacco dependence and to promote cessation of tobacco use, taking into account local circumstances and priorities.
3.
Taking into account local circumstances, each Party shall undertake the following measures:
(a) promotional and education campaigns aimed at encouraging tobacco cessation;
(b) integration of the treatment of tobacco dependence into reproductive health programmes such as "safe motherhood" programmes, routine advice on cessation of tobacco use, and support by health professionals, including physicians, health practitioners, nurses, pharmacists, community workers and social workers, based on primary care. 
D. Measures to eliminate smuggling
1.
The Parties recognize that the elimination of smuggling of tobacco products is an essential component of tobacco control efforts with respect to tobacco products sold or distributed in the domestic market and in international trade. The Parties, in accordance with the means at their disposal and their capabilities, undertake Option 1: to take appropriate legal/administrative and other measures in order to prevent and combat smuggling of tobacco products. or Option 2: to provide for appropriate legal, administrative and other measures to prevent and combat smuggling of tobacco products and cooperate in promoting investigations, prosecutions and judicial proceedings relating to the smuggling of these products.
2.
Each Party shall adopt appropriate measures to ensure that all tobacco products sold or manufactured under its jurisdiction carry a statement "Sales only allowed in [the country where the product is to be placed on the market]".
3.
Each Party shall undertake the following legal, administrative and other measures in order to prevent and combat the smuggling of tobacco products: E. Packaging and labelling (Explanatory note: As reported in document A/FCTC/WG1/7 (paragraph 22), some participants in the first meeting of the working group supported the inclusion of detailed provisions on tobacco packaging and labelling and full disclosure of product contents -including additives -in the proposed convention. This section offers options on this topic.)
1.
Because the regulation of tobacco packaging and labelling is an essential component of control efforts with respect to tobacco products sold or distributed in the domestic market and in international trade, each Party shall adopt appropriate measures to ensure that: (a) the sale of cigarettes individually or in packets of fewer than 20 cigarettes shall be prohibited; (b) the use on tobacco packets of the terms "low tar", "light", "ultra light", "mild" or any other similar terms that have the aim or the direct or indirect effect of conveying the impression that a particular tobacco product is less harmful than others shall be prohibited; (c) tobacco packaging and labelling shall not otherwise promote a tobacco product by any means that are false, misleading or deceptive or that are likely to create an erroneous impression about its characteristics, health effects, hazards or emissions; 
F. Surveillance
Option 1: (Explanatory note: The provisions under this option are intended to be implemented incrementally, starting with the most essential surveillance programmes and progressing to other areas of surveillance in accordance with national means and capabilities.)
1.
Each Party shall set up progressively, directly or through competent international bodies, including the World Health Organization, joint or complementary programmes for national, regional and global surveillance, providing for periodic updating on the following: (a) prevalence of tobacco use:
brand-specific prevalence of tobacco use in youth;
(ii) prevalence of tobacco use in health professionals;
(iii) prevalence of tobacco use in adults by brand, age group, gender and social class;
(b) expenditures on and sales of tobacco products by brand name;
(c) knowledge of the health risks associated with tobacco use and attitudes towards tobacco control measures by age group, gender and social class; (d) tobacco prices and tax structures;
(e) patterns and trends in tobacco-attributable morbidity and mortality by age, gender and social class;
(f) tobacco production and trade;
(g) intention to cease tobacco use and access to methods for the treatment of tobacco dependence;
(h) percentage of youth able to purchase tobacco products;
(i) value and quantity of tobacco advertising and sponsorship by advertising/sponsorship types and by tobacco products; (j) estimated price elasticity of tobacco products by age group, gender and social class.
2.
Each Party shall integrate, to the extent feasible, tobacco surveillance programmes into its national health surveillance programmes.
or Option 2
1.
Each Party shall support and further develop, as appropriate, national, regional and international programmes and networks or organizations aimed at defining, conducting, assessing and financing surveillance, taking into account the need to minimize duplication of effort.
2.
To this end, the Conference of the Parties shall undertake to formulate, adopt and implement common definitions, sampling methods, nomenclature, procedures and standards for surveillance in order to establish a uniform system to record country data.
3.
Each Party shall compile and maintain a database of national and subnational laws and regulations on tobacco control, with information on enforcement.
It was considered that surveillance of tobacco use, as well as of determinants and consequences of use, should be one of the cornerstones of the convention. Surveillance would enable governments to plan action and evaluate change, and was a strong intervention tool because it gave good arguments for discussion in the media. Although it was a matter for each country, international coordination and guidelines were needed for comparison.
It was suggested that the convention should clearly specify the need for a comprehensive but feasible surveillance system that would serve all countries. National surveillance information should be central to the development of countries' goals and strategies; in turn, that information could be fed into regional and global databases.
Numerous delegations expressed the view that the section was very detailed, and that agreement should first be reached on common definitions, approaches and priorities for surveillance. The general preference was for option 2, or a combination of the two options. A delegation that preferred option 1 proposed inclusion of a biannual prevalence study. A supporter of option 2 proposed the addition of the words "Financial support should be provided to carry out these functions".
G. Research
1.
The Parties undertake to promote and encourage research that contributes to reducing tobacco consumption, particularly in developing countries, in accordance with decisions of the Conference of the Parties [Option: taken upon recommendations of the subsidiary mechanism for provision of scientific and technical advice].
2.
The Parties undertake to develop and coordinate, as far as possible, national research programmes relating to tobacco control. To this end, the Parties shall, in accordance with their capabilities and means at their disposal, initiate and cooperate in, directly or through competent international bodies, the conduct of research and scientific assessments (a) the impact of tobacco control policies, including research on taxation, pricing and antismuggling measures, clean indoor air policies, restrictions on marketing, advertising and promotion, and restrictions on young people's access to tobacco; (b) programme interventions, including research on the identification of high-risk segments of the population, opportunities for and barriers to tobacco control, and optimal components of a comprehensive tobacco control strategy, together with evaluation and behavioural research to test intervention programmes; (c) the treatment of tobacco dependence, including research on approaches to increase cessation rates and to evaluate new treatments for tobacco dependence, their cost-effectiveness and their impact on diverse subgroups, as well as research on collaboration with the pharmaceutical industry to ensure the further development of effective and necessary products for the treatment of tobacco dependence and their wide availability, particularly in developing countries; (d) the design and regulation of tobacco products, including research on the effect of product modification, for example, changes in nicotine and tar content, delivery systems, additives, taste and size, in altering the extent of harm among various subgroups; (e) the role of the tobacco industry, including research on internal industry documents in the public domain on, inter alia, tobacco product design and regulation, marketing and promotion, public relations and lobbying activities; (f) tobacco farming, including research on opportunities for alternative crops, occupational hazards, environmental impact, sociocultural impact (especially among women and children) and economic impact of tobacco growing in developing countries.
3.
The Parties undertake to cooperate in the establishment and implementation of regional and other international research programmes for the purposes of this Convention. (a) undertake to develop and implement effective and comprehensive educational and public awareness programmes on the health risks of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke, including the use of various media, such as the Internet, films, television and radio;
(b) ensure that children and youth are fully informed about the health risks of tobacco consumption and exposure to tobacco smoke; (c) facilitate public access to publicly available information on the tobacco industry;
(d) undertake to develop and implement appropriate training programmes on tobacco control for medical and other health care workers, lawyers, economists, epidemiologists, teachers, environmental officers, public health practitioners, clinicians, and other technical personnel, taking into account the needs of developing countries;
(e) endeavour to promote the participation of public and nongovernmental organizations in the development of strategies for tobacco control. 
Most delegations preferred the title in option
I.
Cooperation in the scientific, technical and legal fields 
1.
Each Party shall cooperate, in accordance with its national laws, regulations, practices and international obligations, and taking into account in particular the needs of developing countries, in promoting, directly or through the secretariat or other competent international bodies, the following:
(a) facilitation of the development, transfer and acquisition of technology related to tobacco control by other Parties; (b) provision of technical, scientific, legal and other expertise to establish and strengthen national tobacco control programmes, policies and measures, to build a strong legislative foundation, to assist in the treatment of tobacco dependence, to assist tobacco workers in developing alternative livelihoods, and to carry out other activities to achieve the objectives of the Convention and its Protocols as applicable; 
2.
The Conference of the Parties shall determine how to establish a clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate scientific, technical and legal cooperation. 1. The Parties shall endeavour to formulate and adopt appropriate procedures for determining liability and compensation for damage caused by natural or juridical persons related to [INSERT] .
A number of delegations considered the topic suitable for inclusion in the convention, depending on the level of detail. It was noted that cooperation in the legal field could be very sensitive. A proposal was made to include a reference to scientific and financial cooperation for workers and farmers losing their livelihood, either in section I or in section A or J. It was suggested that WHO should establish or support centres to collaborate with countries in the analysis of tobacco products.
2.
Each Party shall ensure that recourse is available in accordance with its legal system for prompt and adequate compensation or other relief in respect of damage caused by natural or juridical persons related to [INSERT] .
3.
With the objective of assuring prompt and adequate compensation in respect of all damage caused to public health by [INSERT] , the Parties shall cooperate in the implementation of applicable rules of international law and the further development of international law relating to compensation and liability for the assessment of and compensation for damage and the settlement of related disputes, as well as, where appropriate, development of criteria and procedures for payment of adequate compensation. or Option 2:
1.
The Conference of the Parties shall initiate the preparation of a Protocol setting out appropriate rules and procedures in the field of liability and compensation related to [INSERT] .
The view was expressed that countries would need to consider the section carefully to ensure overall consistency with their national legal systems; as it stood, the section appeared to provide for exceptional compensation applicable only to damage caused by smoking. A number of participants proposed that the subject should not be considered, either for the convention or a protocol, and that the matter be left to individual countries.
Some delegations believed that the subject would be better suited to a protocol. In that regard, there was some support for option 2, while a delegation expressed a preference for option 1. The view was also expressed that the liability provisions in option 1 should be strengthened so as to address action originating in one country that affected health and the environment in other countries. 
K. Information exchange
2.
Information to be exchanged pursuant to this Article shall be provided to the Conference of the Parties through the secretariat. [If the secretariat receives information regarded as confidential by the supplying Party, it shall ensure that such information is not disclosed and shall aggregate it to protect its confidentiality before it is made available to all Parties.]
It was considered that the subject could appropriately be included in the convention, provided that the level of detail was suitable.
L. Financial resources
1.
Each Party shall provide, in accordance with its capabilities, financial support and incentives in respect of national activities intended to achieve the objectives of this Convention, in accordance with its national plans, priorities and programmes.
2.
Developed country Parties may also provide, and developing country Parties may avail themselves of, financial resources related to the implementation of this Convention through bilateral, regional and other multilateral channels.
3.
The Parties recognize that countries that export manufactured tobacco products have a special responsibility to provide technical support to developing countries to strengthen their national tobacco control programmes. 
1.
A Conference of the Parties is hereby established. The first session of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the Director-General of the World Health Organization no later than one year after the entry into force of this Convention. Thereafter, ordinary sessions of the Conference [of the Parties] shall be convened as and when necessary by the Director-General.
2.
Extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at such other times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any Party, provided that, within six months of the request being communicated to them by the secretariat, it is supported by at least one-third of the Parties.
3.
The Conference of the Parties shall agree upon and adopt by [Option 1: simple majority vote or Option 2: a two-thirds majority vote] rules of procedure [and financial rules] for itself and for any subsidiary bodies it may establish.
4.
The Conference of the Parties, as the supreme body of this Convention, shall keep under regular review the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols, and shall take, within its mandate, the decisions necessary to promote the effective implementation of these instruments. To this end, it shall: (a) periodically examine the obligations of the Parties and the institutional arrangements under the Convention, in the light of the objective of the Convention, the experience gained in its implementation, and the evolution of scientific and technological knowledge, as well as prevailing socioeconomic conditions; (b) promote and facilitate the exchange of information pursuant to Article II.K above; (c) facilitate, at the request of two or more Parties, the coordination of measures adopted by them relevant to the implementation of this Convention and its applicable Protocols; (d) promote and guide the development and periodic refinement of comparable methodologies, in addition to those provided for in Article II.F and Annexes [INSERT] , relevant to the implementation of this Convention and its Protocols; (e) promote, in accordance with Article II, the harmonization of appropriate strategies, plans, programmes, policies, legislation and other measures; (f) promote and carry out programmes to assist Parties in implementing their obligations pursuant to Article II; (g) assess, on the basis of all information made available to it in accordance with the provisions of this Convention and its Protocols, their implementation by the Parties, the overall effects of the measures taken pursuant to these instruments, and the extent to which progress towards the objective of this Convention is being achieved; (h) consider and adopt regular reports on the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols and arrange for their publication; (i) make recommendations to the Parties, the World Health Organization, and other international organizations and bodies on any matters necessary for the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols; 
5.
The United Nations, the World Health Organization and other specialized agencies of the United Nations, as well as any State not party to this Convention, may be represented by observers at meetings of the Conference of the Parties. Any body or agency, whether national or international, governmental or nongovernmental, which is qualified in matters covered by this Convention, and which has informed the secretariat of its wish to be represented at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties as an observer, may be admitted unless at least one-third of the Parties present object. The admission and participation of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties.
B. Secretariat
(Explanatory note: A convention adopted under the auspices of an international organization frequently assigns secretariat functions, in particular the servicing of the Conference of the Parties and any other organs, to that organization. This is without prejudice to the fact that the discharge of the functions and provision of the services foreseen in this section, together with their programme and budget implications, are subject to the approval of the competent bodies of the organization concerned.)
1.
The secretariat shall be a unit of the World Health Organization's Secretariat designated for that purpose by the Director-General of the Organization. The Director-General shall designate the head of that unit.
2.
The functions of the secretariat shall be:
(a) to make arrangements for sessions of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies and to provide them with services as required; 
1.
The Conference of the Parties may, as necessary, appoint ad hoc panels to provide it with information and advice on specific issues regarding the current state of fields of science and technology relevant to the objective of this Convention. These panels shall be composed of experts, taking into account the need for a multidisciplinary approach and broad geographical representation. These experts shall have backgrounds relevant to the Convention and its Protocols, including, inter alia, epidemiology, economics, law and agriculture, and shall be appointed by the Conference of the Parties on the recommendation of the secretariat. The members of these panels shall serve in their personal capacity. The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the terms of reference and the modalities of work of these panels. 
D. Subsidiary body for implementation
2.
This body shall be composed of persons of recognized competence on matters related to the objective of this Convention. The members of the body shall serve in their personal capacity. It shall report regularly to the Conference of the Parties and may make suggestions and general recommendations based on the examination of the reports and information received from the Parties. accountable to the Conference of the Parties, which shall decide on its policies, programmes and priorities, and on eligibility criteria related to this Convention. Its operation shall be entrusted to [Option 1: the secretariat or Option 2: one or more existing international entities].
Pursuant to the objective of this Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall determine the policy, strategy and programme priorities, as well as detailed criteria and guidelines for eligibility for access to and utilization of the financial resources, including regular monitoring and evaluation of such utilization. The Conference of the Parties shall decide on the arrangements to give effect to paragraph 1 above after consultation with the body entrusted with the operation of the financial mechanism. 
It was suggested that the creation of institutions
IV. IMPLEMENTATION
A. Reporting
1.
In accordance with guidelines agreed upon by the Conference of the Parties, each Party shall communicate to the Conference of the Parties, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body for Implementation, the following data: (c) information on the economic, social and other consequences of various response strategies adopted to implement this Convention and its Protocols; (d) description of steps taken or envisaged by the Party to implement this Convention in addition to those described above; (e) any other information that the Party considers relevant to the achievement of the objective of this Convention and suitable for inclusion in its report on implementation.
2.
Each Party shall make its initial communication within one year of the entry into force of the Convention for that Party and, thereafter, every [INSERT] . The Subsidiary Body for Implementation may request further information from a Party.
3.
Starting at its first session, the Conference of the Parties shall arrange for the provision to developing country Parties of technical and financial support, on request, in compiling and communicating information under this Article. Such support may be provided by other Parties, by competent international organizations and by the secretariat, as appropriate.
B. Settlement of disputes
1.
If a dispute arises between two or more of the Parties concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention or of any of its Protocols, those Parties shall consult among themselves with a view to resolving the dispute by negotiation, inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other peaceful means of their own choice.
2.
Any dispute of such a character not so resolved shall, with the consent in each case of all parties to the dispute, be referred for settlement [Option 1: to arbitration or Option 2: to the International Court of Justice or to arbitration]; however, failure to reach agreement on reference [Option 1: to arbitration or Option 2: to the International Court of Justice or to arbitration] shall not absolve parties to the dispute from the responsibility of continuing to seek to resolve it by any of the various peaceful means referred to in paragraph 1 above. 
V. DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONVENTION
A. Proposals 
3.
Annexes to the Convention or its Protocols shall form an integral part thereof and, unless otherwise expressly provided, a reference to the Convention or its Protocols constitutes at the same time a reference to any annexes thereto. Such annexes shall be restricted to technical, scientific and administrative matters, unless otherwise provided in the present Convention or its Protocols.
B. Simplified adoption of proposals
1.
A Party making a proposal as provided in Article V.A.1(a)-(c) above may at the same time propose that the provision to which the proposal relates be adopted by the following simplified procedure. The secretariat shall promptly circulate the proposal to all Parties to this Convention with an indication that it is doing so pursuant to this simplified procedure. If within 12 months from the date of such circulation no Party has objected to either the proposal or its adoption by this simplified procedure, it shall be considered adopted; if any Party makes an objection within the 12-month period, the proposal shall be considered in accordance with Article V.C.
2.
A Party making a proposal as provided in Article V.A.2 may, except as otherwise provided in the Protocol to which the proposal relates, at the same time propose that the provision be adopted by the following simplified procedure. The secretariat shall promptly circulate the proposal to all Parties to the Protocol with an indication that it is doing so pursuant to this simplified procedure. If within 
I. Authentic texts
The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
With regard to section VI.A, participants favoured the inclusion of a provision
